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it is also frequently inaccurate as well. It is also incomplete; for it
describes 4,100 MSS., but over a hundred others were afterwards
identified and entered in the early Additional Catalogue (Add. MSS,
5018-27, and 5214-5308). The printing of a revised catalogue was
commenced in 1837, but the proof (all that survived) only reached
No. 1091; it was continued in manuscript. The Oriental MSS.
have been transferred to that Department. The Charters are described
in the Index to the Charters and Rolls^ 1900-1912. An Index to the
Western MSS. other than charters was drawn up by Scott, when
Keeper:

Index to the Sloarte Manuscripts.   By E. J. Long Scott.    1904.

4. THE Ou> ROY.AL LIBRARY
Apart from a doubtful handful of volumes the Old Royal Library
can count Edward IV for its founder. He had resided in the house
of Louis de Gruthuyse at Bruges, and it is therefore natural that
when he began to collect-manuscript books, which he did soon after
1470, he followed the Flemish taste., and caused to be produced for
him large volumes, mostly in French, of history and historical romance,
splendidly illuminated in the Burgundian style. The same taste
(mutatis mutandis]^ it may be observed, inspired the introduction of
printing into England from the same town and in the same decade.
The books were under the control of Piers Courteys, Keeper of the
Great Wardrobe, as we learn from his payments to Piers Bauduyn,
stationer, in 1481, for binding a number of specified volumes.9 Early
acquisitions include some of the most beautiful illuminated volumes
in the Museum, for example the celebrated MS. of Charles d'Orleans'
poems (Royal MS. 16 F. ii), with a picture of the Tower of London,
where he wrote them during his imprisonment, Ph, de Maizi&re's
Songt du Vergier (Royal MS. 19 C. iv), a copy dated 1378, bearing
an autograph note of Charles V of France, and the same author's
appeal to Richard II for peace with France, the page facing the
opening of which bears an exquisite design of the sacred monogram,
on a background of leopards and fleurs-de-lys, surmounted by a crown
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